THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDOMALD
With regard to this major issue of peace or war Baldwin's
attitude was ambiguous and with double sense deluding,
Bcaverbrook says :
* Mr. Baldwin himself was in favour of the Chanak policy '
of Mr. Lloyd George's Government. He was hostile to the
conciliatory mananivres of General Harington, which
averted prompt warfare, lie defended the Constantinople
policy of the Government to Bonar Law, yet ho was also
in favour of breaking up the Lloyd George Coalition Govern-
ment. Mr. Baldwin moved in the direction of Conservative
independence when the immediate risk of war had been
removed/1
Lord Ronaldshay says that when Sir Arthur Griffith*
Boscawen, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in the Lloyd
George Cabinet, wrote to Lord Curam denouncing the Near
Eastern policy of the Coalition, he was acting on behalf of
Baldwin* If those two noble lords are to be believed as witnesses
it would appear that Baldwin was not sitting on the fence but
being on both sides simultaneously. Perhaps he had the faculty
of Sir Boyle Roche's Hibernian bird of being in two places at
one time.
The devotion of Lord Ikaverbrook to Bonar Law was one of
those classic friendships in public life that belong to an earlier,
a less sophisticated age. Certainly the influence of Bcaver-
brook was so great that it compelled Bonar Law to take at this
critical time a sensational step. Ho wrote a letter to The Tims
declaring that Britain could not act as 4 the policeman of the
world alone.* This was a complete condemnation, indeed a
vote of no confidence, in the Government and proved the death-
knell of the Coalition Administration. That the head of one
section of a coalition should, off his own bat, so to speak, thus
act independently was sensational. It was regarded as Bonar
Law's definite break with the Coalition Government* It was
hailed as a call to the Conservatives to come out and stand
independently. It showed that a Conservative Government
was the alternative, and here was the leader, waiting the call
to lead it
The call came at one of the most extraordinary meetings
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